Confession and Absolution

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 40:6-8; antiphon: 40:16

May all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;*

may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great | is the LORD!”

Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, but you have given me an | open ear.*

Burnt offering and sin offering you have | not required.

Then I said, “Behold, | | have come;*

in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me:

I desire to do your will, | O my God;*



Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

your law is with- | in my heart.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
May all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;*
may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great | is the LORD!”
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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And with thy spir - it.
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P Letus pray.
Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him
to shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our
hearts may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

0 | l
EESSS==
o |
~ =
A - men.
Old Testament Reading Numbers 6:22-27

Aaron’s Blessing

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2>“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you
shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them,

24The LORD bless you and keep you;
%the LoRD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
%the Lorbp lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

27So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 8:10; 10:17

This is the covenant that | will make with the house of | Israel*
after those days, de- | clares the Lord:

I will put my laws in- | to their minds,*
and write them | on their hearts.

I will be their God, and they shall be my | people.*
I will remember their sins and their lawless | deeds no more.

Epistle Galatians 3:23-29
23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming
faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that
we might be justified by faith. 2°But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian, ?¢for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 2’For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 2There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither



slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. °And if

you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alldle-lu - 1ia. Alde-Iu ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:21

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

2LAnd at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.



366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
Sermon

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus.
C Amen.
Offertory LSB 192
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Offering

Prayer of the Church

P O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. The heavens are the work
of Your fingers, yet You willed to save us in the most humble and sacrificial of ways.
Already eight days after being born of the virgin Mary, Your Son was at work for our
salvation by fulfilling Your Law and shedding His blood. Receive our heartfelt thanks
for the righteousness and forgiveness of sins we have obtained through Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.



P  Blessed God, You sent Your Son into our flesh, and as an infant He first shed the blood
that would cleanse us from our sin. Accept our thanks for the loving kindness shown to
us sinners. Grant us a steadfast faith, that we would not forget all of Your benefits or
lose sight of Your promises. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P O God, You declare that in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for we are all one in Him. Preserve us from all ungodly prejudice, yet
instill in us a deep appreciation of our distinctive callings. Grant that we would not
resent what You have called us to be and to do, but rejoice to serve as You have
ordained. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Blessed Lord, You have shown Your power by establishing governments and leaders to
serve Your people in Your name. Grant to our president, governor, Congress, legislators,
judges and magistrates the wisdom and courage to act with integrity on behalf of all
people, especially those least able to defend themselves. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Father in heaven, bless and keep us by Your grace. Remember those in need who cry out
to You [especially ]. According to Your will and wisdom, lift up Your
countenance upon them and give them peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Holy God, You invite Your children to the table of Your Son. Give us Your Holy Spirit,
that we would discern Christ’s body and blood in this Sacrament and come with joyful
and repentant hearts to receive the foretaste of the eternal feast. Strengthen us by this
blessed communion, that we would love You above all and love one another in Your
name. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Gracious Father, in Your steadfast love You have put off the day of Jesus’ return until
the perfect time, when the number of Your elect is complete. Keep Your people
watchful, vigilant and awake with Your gift of faith until that day; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

392 God Loves Me Dearly

Service of the Sacrament



Preface

P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir it.
P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
P Letus give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You

and saying:
Sanctus LSB 195
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Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless - edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

P Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you,; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Distribution

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.



Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving LSB 200

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
A Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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