
Confession and Absolution 
 

394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,* 

 my chosen, in whom my | soul delights. 

I will tell of | the decree:* 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,* 

 and the ends of the earth your pos- | session. 

You shall break them with a | rod of iron* 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 

Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;* 



 be warned, O rulers | of the earth. 

Serve the | LORD with fear,* 

 and rejoice with | trembling, 

for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 

 Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,* 

 my chosen, in whom my | soul delights. 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 



 
  

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your 

beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His 

name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting 

life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

First Reading Matthew 2:1–12 
The Visit of the Wise Men 

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of 

the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the 

king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen 

when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the 

house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 

opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 

Epistle Romans 6:1–11 
Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! 

How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him 

by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that 

the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to 

sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves 

dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

The Baptism of Jesus 

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would 

have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 



Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 

and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



 

397 As with Gladness Men of Old 
 

Sermon 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all the baptized, that having been united to Christ’s death and resurrection through 

water and the Word, we may be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and equipped with His 

gifts to live the new life given us by God’s gracious act, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  



P For all who proclaim Jesus Christ, that through their godly message, many would repent 

of their sins and join Him in His heavenly kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For families, that the Lord would bless all parents, especially mothers, to joyfully 

acknowledge the gifts of spouse, children and home; and for the elderly, the widowed 

and the orphaned, that our heavenly Father would show forth His grace to them so they 

would not feel alone, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the rulers of the nations, [especially _____________,] that they would submit to the 

preaching of God’s Word and acknowledge Jesus as the Christ and true King, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those threatened by natural disaster, dangerous weather, pestilence, flood or famine, 

that our God who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth 

and what comes from it, would provide all that is needed for this body and life, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those in need of healing and deliverance, [including _____________,] that God 

would provide healing, restoration and justice according to His good and gracious will; 

and that He would cause us to rejoice in the everlasting faithfulness of Christ, His 

Servant, who preserves the bruised reed and the faintly burning wick, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who partake of Holy Communion today, that living as those who have been 

crucified with Christ in Baptism and raised to newness of life, we would receive with 

repentant hearts His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You have called Your Church from every tribe and nation. 

Grant that Your people throughout the world would rejoice in the death and resurrection 

of Christ and live as those who have died and risen with Him in Holy Baptism; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

537 Beautiful Savior 
 

Service of the Sacrament 



 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, 

and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  



 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Distribution 
 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 



 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat 
 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


