
Confession and Absolution 

 

804 O Worship the King 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 56:10–13; antiphon: v. 3 

 

When I | am afraid,* 

 I put my | trust in you. 

In God, whose | word I praise,* 

 in the LORD, whose | word I praise, 



in God I trust; I shall not | be afraid.* 

 What can man | do to me? 

I must perform my vows to you, | O God;* 

 I will render thank offerings | to you. 

For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from | falling,* 

 that I may walk before God in the | light of life. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

When I | am afraid,* 

 I put my | trust in you. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 



 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray and 

always ready to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour down on us the 

abundance of Your mercy; forgive us those things of which our conscience is afraid; and 

give us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except by the merits and 

mediation of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 4:1–15 
Cain and Abel 

 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a 

man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 

keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the 

LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 

flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for 

Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD 

said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not 

be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but 

you must rule over it.” 

 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his 

brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He 

said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you 

done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11And now you are 

cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from 

your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall 

be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is 

greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from 

your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever 

finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance 



shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him 

should attack him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, bless his | holy name! 

 

Epistle 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 
 6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has 

come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 

appearing. . . . 

 16At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be 

charged against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me 

the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued 

from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely 

into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

Alleluia. Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God. Alleluia. 

 

 



 

Holy Gospel Luke 18:9–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

 9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 

and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing 

far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than 

the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself 

will be exalted.” 

Let the Children Come to Me 

 15Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the 

disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children 

come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17Truly, I say 

to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 



     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For childlike hearts to receive the gifts of God at the gracious invitation of Christ; and 

for humility to pray with repentance and faith, saying, “God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner,” let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the Church here and in every place; for pastors, that God would defend them from 

arrogance and pride and strengthen their preaching; and that all God’s children would be 

united in saving faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For a deep care for the children entrusted to us, that we would defend their lives even 

before birth; for parents, our Lutheran school, Sunday school, Bible classes and youth 

catechesis, that by them the little children would be brought to Jesus and preserved in the 

faith; and for humility to receive the kingdom of God like a little child, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  



P That the leaders of the nations may abhor wickedness and boastfulness, fulfill their 

duties with diligence and humility, and govern in accordance with God’s will, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who are near death, that God would preserve them from despair and give them 

a confident hope in the resurrection promises of our risen Lord; and for everyone in 

need, [including _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who come to the holy altar this day, that they would receive the very body and 

blood of Jesus in repentance and faith to their abundant blessing, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P O Lord, if we trust in ourselves for righteousness, we are lost and dead in our sins. Yet 

You mercifully draw us to Yourself in repentance and hear the cries of those who trust in 

Your Son. Grant us humility, that we may not exalt ourselves or treat our brothers and 

sisters with contempt. Rescue us from every evil, and bring us into Your kingdom as 

Your beloved children. To You alone be all glory, O Father, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

Offering 
 

610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 



blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. 

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 



and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 



 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 
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