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Confession and Absolution

387 Joy t: the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse 1s  found, Far as the curse i1s
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
Jjoy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jjoy.
found, Far  as, far  as the curse s found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text and tune: Public domain

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, apoor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 93:1-2, 5; antiphon: Isaiah 9:2

The people who walked in | darkness*
have seen a | great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep | darkness,*
on them has | light shined.
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;*
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt.
Yes, the world is es- | tablished;*
it shall nev- | er be moved.
Your throne is established | from of old;*
you are from ever- | lasting.
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;*
holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The people who walked in | darkness*
have seen a | great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep | darkness,*
on them has | light shined.
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4 0 Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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woe; 0] Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.
Text and tune: Public domain
Gloria in Excelsis
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer -cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in flesh the
Mild He lays His

God-head see,
glo - 1y by,

Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Tune and text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure
Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for
Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 62:10-12

>

19Go through, go through the gates;
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway;
clear it of stones;
lift up a signal over the peoples.
H1Behold, the LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
12And they shall be called The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD;
and you shall be called Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual

To us achild is born, to us a son is | given;*

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a | new song,*

Epistle

for he has done | marvelous things!

A This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

C

Hymn of the Day

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

Titus 3:4-7
“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, *he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the

washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, \whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend-ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a -
love our race be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten - der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
o] . . .
- I I =N Py I I i | | i
- =, _
S| | 1 ~_° ¢
maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved  us from  the wi - ly foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs  of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.




5  Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.

6  Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join Your choir above.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005236
Tune: Public domain

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

!In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. °And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 1*For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. *?And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” *3And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased

1%

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger. 1’And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. *8And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. °But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 22And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Creed
332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was  found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
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here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6  For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

D 8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our King,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005236 Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Prayer of the Church
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; let us offer praise, thanks and prayer to God the
Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Brief silence

For all who celebrate the incarnation, that the knowledge that their God reigns would
cause them to lift up their voices and sing for joy, and that they would always be ready to
tell others about the Word made flesh, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that God would work through their proclamation of Christ to bring the
good news of happiness and salvation to all who hear them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.

For the nations of this world, that they would be given a spirit of peace so that conflicts
cease and all see in the birth of Jesus the salvation of our God, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, that they would be kept firm in
their faith as they bear witness to the light of the world, and that they would never lose
sight of their identity as children of God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the destitute, those recovering from natural disaster and those who find themselves in
want, that they would receive the necessities for daily life, that the agencies who serve
them would receive generous support, and that those who serve and those who are served
would come to see God as the Giver of daily bread, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.

For those who suffer sickness in mind or body, those who are homebound and all who
have asked for our prayers, that God would grant them healing, peace, patience and faith
that endures, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood of Jesus worthily
with faith in His bodily presence here in the Sacrament for them, and that they would
depart having received grace upon grace from His fullness, let pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.
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In thanksgiving for all the people of God who have gone before us and now rest in His
presence, that we, too, would be kept faithful until that day when He makes all things
new, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word become flesh, the Savior of the
nations, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God.
Amen.

Offering

363 Silent Night, Holy Night

1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!

Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Public domain
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
P The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C Itis meet and right so to do.

Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

P Inthe name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own
words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord LSB 217
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
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Sanctus
621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - v, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its van - guard
4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in His hand Christ our God to earth de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - ia, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
lu - ia! Al - le - Iu -1a, Lord Most High!”
Text and tune: Public domain
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei
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(0] Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin ofthe
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Distribution
379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2—4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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Refrain
gs | |
o o J o ® =z — * [t e
Q) [ 4 | | I ' |

O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!
Text and tune: Public domain
364 Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, | pray.
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The stars in the sky_  looked down where He lay,
1 love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
e ang textAg}g%c w n:[a@:}l(e us to heav-en to live with Thee there.
Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

Post-Communion Collect
A Letus pray.
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus LSB 218
A Letus bless the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
373 See amid the Winter’s Snow
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1 See a-mid the win - ter’s snow, Born for us on earth be - low,
2 Lo, with-in a sta - ble lies He who built the star - ry skies,
3 Sa - cred In- fant, all di - vine, What a ten-der love was Thine,
4 Teach, O teach us, ho - ly Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
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See, the gen - tle Lamb ap-pears, Prom-ised from e - ter - nal years.
He who,throned in height sub-lime, Sits a - mid the cher - u - bim.
Thus to come from high - est bliss Down to such a world as this!
Teach us to re-sem - ble Thee In  Thy sweet hu-mil - 1 - ty.
A u Refrain . .
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Hail, O ev - er - bless-ed morn!  Hail, re-demp-tion’s hap-py dawn!
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Sing through all Je - ru - sa-lem: “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Tune and text: Public domain
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