FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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That the Lord chose such a birth.

Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.

God was there up - on His throne.

His he - r0o - ic course be - gan.

5  God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6  For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

D 8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our King,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005236 Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain



Invocation

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C  who made heaven and earth.
P IfYou, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C Butwith You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins

C

Absolution

P

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit
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Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;*
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.



Kyrie

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;*
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit.

Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

God’s Covenant with David

!Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, %the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in
your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 61 have not lived in a
house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. “In all places where | have moved with all the people
of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”” 8Now, therefore,
thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, | took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. °And |



have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you.
And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. °And |
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their
own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel. And | will give you rest from
all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. .

8And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne
shall be established forever.””

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual
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Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

Blesséd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Epistle Romans 16:25-27

Doxology

ZNow to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
Zhut has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—
2"to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

2611 the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 2"to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 22 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!” 2°But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what
sort of greeting this might be. 3°And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 3*And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. *?He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, *3and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

3 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son
of God. 3®And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 3"For nothing will be impossible with
God.” ¥And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.



P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;



Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Offering
Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

Brief silence

O Most High, You have favored us in the incarnation of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, Son of Mary. In
everything, let it be to us according to Your Word. Give us faith to believe that nothing is impossible with
You, and so to pray boldly in childlike confidence. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Most High, You have revealed in Christ Jesus the mystery kept secret for long ages, now made known to
all nations through the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures. According to Your eternal command, give us
faithful preachers of Your Gospel to bring about the obedience of faith. Bless Matthew, our Synod
president; Michael, our district president; Wayne, our circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ. Strengthen
Your Holy Church in every place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Most High, hear our prayers on behalf of our nation, its president, all legislators and judges, and those
newly elected to serve. Preserve their lives and guide their actions for the good of our people. Give peace
among the nations of the earth, and preserve us from pestilence and famine, war and bloodshed, sedition,
rebellion and every evil. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Most High, grant all women with child and all mothers with infant children increasing happiness in their

blessings. Look with compassion on the lonely, the depressed and the despairing. Grant healing to the sick,

and give peace to the anxious and dying [especially ]. Comfort all who mourn [the death of
] with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Most High, grant that all who receive Your Son’s holy body and precious blood may do so in repentance
and faith and in the unity of a true confession. Work in us this Christmas a love and desire for Your blessed
Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer

O Most High, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Key of David and the
scepter of the house of Israel. By His death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates of
hell for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners who sat in darkness and in
the shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always
confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
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3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To the fall - en of the earth
4 Je - sus! Name of mer - cy mild, Giv - en to the ho - ly Child
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Un - to which must ev-’ry knee Bow in deep hu - mil -i - ty.
Kneel-ing in  her low-ly cell, By the an-gel Ga-bri - el
For the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus shall His peo-ple save.”
When the cup of hu-man woe First He tast-ed here be - low.
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5  Jesus! Only name that’s giv’'n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6  Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
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blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood,
given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death
until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:



12

Lord’s Prayer

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.
Agnus Dei
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Distribution

The Dismissal
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

A Letus pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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Benedicamus

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

383 A Grgat and Mighty Wonder
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2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And  yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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Text and tune: Public domain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 9:00 am Divine Service Four with Holy Communion
10:15 am Coffee and Refreshments in Fellowship Hall (Safety
Precautions will be observed)
10:30 am Adult Bible Class & Sunday School

Friday, Dec. 25, 9:00 am Christmas Day Service

CHURCH REPORT for Sun., Dec. 13, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Members = 16; Visitors = 3; Total =19
OFFERING: REG ENVELOPES = $1295.00; PLATE=$21.00;
TOTAL DEPOSIT = $1316.00
The budget for 2020 is $1565.67 per week.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - this week to 9k Jesus!
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY - None this week

ST PAUL PRAYER LIST
Pastor Scott and Judy Stallings, Larry Foltz, Peggy Spitzenberger, Robert Galabeas,
Alfred Dersen, Don and Donna Toellner, Nelson Meyer, Gloria Havemann, Pat Byas,
Jackie Rausch, Robert and Donna Knauf, and Wilfred DeFoe and Shirley Powers

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #16 —
Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow
LCMS School Ministry — $80,000

A large number of Lutheran school administrators are projected to retire from service in
the next few years, causing a tremendous void in critical leadership. The LCMS School
Leadership Development (SLED) Program has been initiated to help resolve this
situation. Its purpose includes identification and recruitment of leadership participants
who serve in Lutheran schools and train them through events conducted by LCMS
School Ministry. For more information on this mission grant, go to www.lwml.org/2019-
2021-mission-grant-16.
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